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here that this patent anticipated by a few weeks a similar
one taken out by the late Henry Faija, in February 1885, for
an exactly similar purpose and accomplished in practically
the same manner. It was exhibited by him at the Inven-
tions Exhibitions of the same year, but, probably owing to
the priority of Mr Margetts' patent, was dropped shortly
afterwards. The essential difference, however, between the
two patents was that the Faija sieve was vertical and
cylindrical, whereas the Margetts patent is conical and
angular. In the latter case the coarse particles work to
the edge by centrifugal force, whereas in the former they
were made to drop towards the bottom by a tappet arrange-
ment on the sieve itself.
Another machine for dealing with slurry on somewhat
similar lines, i.e. sifting out the unreduced coarse particles,
and returning them to the mills for further treatment, is that
known as Clark's Mill, which appears to have been success-
fully adopted in several instances. It essentially consists
of a centrifugal device similar to a miniature wash-mill,
actuated by revolving brushes, instead of harrows. The
slurry is fed in at the top, and the centrifugal action of the
brushes throws it up against a series of sieves or perforated
plates, arranged on the external diameter of the drum or
casing; that which passes the sieves goes forward to the
pumps, while the rejected material is swept onwards by the
brushes, and falls out at the opening provided for that
purpose, to be returned to the mills. In common with all
such sifting devices, it takes but very little power to drive,
generally from 5 to 7 H.P., and relieves the mills of a con-
siderable amount of work, thus increasing their output; the
author was recently informed by a firm who had adopted a
Clark's Mill to deal with wet slurry from a tube mill, that it
nearly doubled the output of the mill, without any appreci-
able (Jtoinutiori of the efficiency of the reduction process.